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How Medical Assessments Impact
Trials’ Outcomes: A Nationwide Study

Chun-Ying Wu', Tseng-Wei Yang , Rong-Chi Chen
Abstract

Medical malpractice litigation involves very professional judgment about neg-
ligence and causality. Therefore, professional medical assessments are essential for
judges to make their sentences. However, how often the judges use the assessment
reports in their cases and how the assessment reports influence the trials remain
unclear in Taiwan. Therefore, we conducted an empirical study based on a nation-
wide trial database.

We analyzed 1,917 medical malpractice litigation cases between 2002 and
2010. Among these cases, judges used assessment reports in their cases in 1,295
trials (83.0%). In multivariate analyses, criminal cases (odds ratio, OR=1.98) and
cases with severe injury or death (OR=2.89) were associated with higher chance to
use assessment reports in trials. For outcomes of trials, we found physicians had

higher chance to win the suits if the assessment reports favoring physician
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(OR=37.72) or in criminal courts (OR=2.64). In stratified multivariate analyses, we
found that if assessment reports did not favor physicians, physicians had about
40% chance to win their trials, which was approximately the same chance as the
consistent rate of negligence in the assessment reports. On the other hand, physi-
cians still had 6% chance to lose their trials even though the assessment reports did
not find any negligence.

In the present study, we used empirical evidence to prove that medical as-
sessment reports were highly cited in the medical malpractice litigations, especially
in criminal cases and cases with severe injury or death. Assessment reports favor-
ing physicians and criminal cases were the two independent factors associated with

higher chance for physicians to win their cases after adjusting other factors.

Keywords: Medical Malpractice Litigation, Medical Assessment, Em-
pirical Study, Medical Injury
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R51H 5 F BELL  (EREE rig
(N=265) (N=1295) (OR) (95% CI) (p value)

P A

91-93 & 69 (17.9%) 316 (82.1%) 1

94-96 & 96 (18.9%) 412 (81.1%) 0.94 0.67-1.32 0.710

97-99 =F 100 (15.0%) 567 (85.0%) 1.24 0.88-1.73 0.213
ESLYE i

) 219 (204%) 853 (79.6%) 1

T\ 46 (9.4%) 442 (90.6%) 2.47 1.76-3.46  <0.001*
FIERAEE

F[?? 36 (10.7%) 299 (89.3%) 1

E'IP% 10 (6.5%) 143 (93.5%) 1.72 0.83-3.57 0.140
Bk

- 187 (18.7%) 814 (81.3%) 1

N 78 (14.0% 481 (86.0% 1.42 1.06-1.89 0.017*

b ( ) ( )

REBERE

= 21 (60.0% ) 14 (40.0%) 1

i {5 113 (27.6%) 297 (72.4%) 3.94 1.94-8.02 <0.001*

El 5 43 (11.5%) 330 (88.5%) 11.51 5.45-24.30 <0.001*

= 88 (11.9%) 654 (88.1%) 11.15 5.47-22.72  <0.001*
*p {E <0.05

322 % GEHH

Eallat P U d?"%’*wllﬁ% SRTFH o FRERY R R A R AL
HIFT IR 2 D i
ISTTIR e +ﬁdfﬁf 'F i‘ﬁt E@ig‘?,ﬂ [ H] F[Jﬁ'L—rﬁ%ﬂE& e méth T

S T AT - I S T e
o F na;ﬁﬁﬂﬁ %TF“

,j: [[—Jll’

’J%H—J

I?F’f

RIE] ~ SRR RS PR R B3 T -

[PNT’T%#}{:’]’?[@EWT IFAE S (=R 5T L) > 1



S G A A FROGEILALHET cRIPF 113
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=9t > Z5{pie ﬁﬁf@ﬁ ST TR EAR Sl e
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=3 EMEERETESIA (SEHIT)
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) 1
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- K 1
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BELE ZREEM piE
(OR) (95% CI) (p value)
REEERE
=B 1
E’II'EB/TT‘*d 2.89 2.19-3.81 <0.001*
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LE D HB YRR R 93.6% » SEE AR H Y B AL 2072
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x4 S|ES|I AREFFER

HFFER

BALRGR  BHOBHR  BEL GEBEE  pE
(N=280) (N=972)  (OR) (95%CI) (p value)

BMET

(n=1252) **
SHAY A
(n=383)

SR F
EI§6J9)EJ ! 51 (5.9%) 818 (94.1%) 23.85 16.83-33.81 <0.001*

229 (59.8%) 154 (40.2%) 1

R/ HIE
R=E
AT
(n=152)
HER A
(n=668)
GillE=}
A A
(n=231)
R A
(n=201)
IS
HE LA
(n=204)
HE A
(n=85)
o5
?:Ii?)j 7l 12 (44.4%) 15 (55.6%) 1

SR E ) , , 11.16- .
(ne116) I(09%) 115 (99.1%) 9200 o 0 <0001

114 (75.0%) 38 (25.0%) 1

43 (6.4%) 625 (93.6%) 43.60 26.99-70.46 <0.001*

115 (49.8%) 116 (50.2%) 1

8 (4.0%) 193 (96.0%) 23.92 11.27-50.77 <0.001*

103 (50.5%) 101 (49.5%) 1

7 (82%) 78 (91.8%) 11.36 5.00-25.82 <0.001*
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HFFER

BhLRGR  BHOBHR  BEL GEBEE  pE
(N=280) (N=972)  (OR) (95%CI) (p value)

Bk

B
S A
(n=207)
1, 7]
(n=576)

E_H
A1
(n=176)
S8
(n=293)

REGERE

"RE
1, 77
(n=62)
S 7
(n=227)

BE/%T
i 7 A
(n=321)
SR, E |
(n=642)

130 (62.8%) 77 (37.2%) 1

35 (6.1%) 541 (93.9%) 26.10 16.76-40.64 <0.001*

99 (56.2%) 77 (43.8%) 1

16 (5.5%) 277 (94.5%) 2226 12.40-39.97 <0.001*

41 (66.1%) 21 (33.9%) 1

10 (4.4%) 217 (95.6%) 4237 18.59-96.55 <0.001*

188 (58.6%) 133 (41.4%) 1

41 (6.4%) 601 (93.6%) 20.72 14.08-30.50 <0.001*

*p {5 <0.05
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55 A ’iﬁ’i{fdﬁﬁﬂﬂ%l [ “j?ﬁﬁ“ﬂ%‘@r [y st FIE RIS o et
SN ﬁg[ s N T ?{;Py[;ﬁ PEET VAV BT f@@—tjﬁm%gﬁ E’?Féf%
L PR VB ETEO T IR 114 - 0.89 0 Ny Xy AR EVETR HS
(p M>0.05) = “iEpl=y S FFI 89 8L 5L (OR= 37.72 p fi
<0.001) FFEKTH] (OR=2.64 » p 1 <0.001) SFR{F@Y RIEL %13
RPN [N o (BLRS)

x5 MESIAEZHER (SEHI)

PBEELE ELEIEG) piE
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AT 1
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_ :Eﬁ 1
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RBEEERE
= 1
Eiff,-d 0.89 0.58-1.38 0.609

*p {5 <0.05
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VOB RN S A GBI R R TR TSRS BAHERARA

TRERR YA MG T AN o HB—HIRAZL > SRIKALETFEFERT
HRMEERBARERMBEATHE  RERBEHES S —F = %ﬁf@*ﬁ
Bl RPRELE -FRHALTRE 35:4’}?,!:1‘%‘? A RHME £ TR A R BB %
sho At RES Y HEH S REGARERE S RERH FHREFE M&Jfé &
ZGERBEFRATIREE EIJ)A/EAﬁ{,E] B hdE®] 0 MART AT E KA £ 5k
FUAGROMRAZE - EA_FH 0 ORERE  LEBA LS R TIRIPT -



120 #2835 12519

BsE L EFEEM piE
(OR) (95% CI) (p value)
REGEREE
=i 1
EI {5, 5=d 0.97 0.56-1.67 0910
FilE=S
5| BE
ity A |
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See Wu et al., supra note 1, at 1023-30.
See Wu et al., supra note 2, at 239-41.
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